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History of Ranked Choice Voting

• Proven voting method.
• Used in United States and other countries since the early 1900s.

• U.S. primary elections in 1912 
• Australia in 1919 

• Sometimes referred to as “instant runoff voting” and “preferential 
voting.”

• Recognized in Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.
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• 10 U.S. cities
• By military and overseas 

voters
• By U.S. colleges and 

universities
• Internationally
• The Academy Awards 

Organization
• Numerous Non-

Government Organizations 
(NGOs)

Berkeley

Telluride

Oakland

Minneapolis St. Paul

San Francisco San Leandro

Portland

Cambridge

Takoma Park

Where RCV Is Used?
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Where RCV Is Used?

• Military and Overseas Voting
• Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, and 

Springfield, IL
• Pending

• State of Maine (passed 2016; begins 2018)
• Benton County, Oregon (passed 2016; begins 2018)
• 8 other county or city jurisdictions including Ferndale, MI and 

Santa Fe, NM
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Why Is RCV Used?

• Ensure broad support in an election rather than 
relying simply on plurality in which only a small 
portion of the electorate determines a winner.

• Combine a second primary or runoff election into 
a single election.

• Achieve fair representation when voting to fill 
multiple seats for a governing body.
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Benefits of RCV
• Ensures that a voter’s preference continues to count for their next choice if their 

earlier choice is eliminated without having to return to the polls.
• Greater voter participation
• Addresses significant drop-off seen in runoffs or 2nd primaries

• Winning candidate achieves a majority or threshold of votes – leads to broader 
support.

• Eliminates the “spoiler” effect.

• Allows overseas and military voters to fully participate in electoral process.

• Candidates may conduct a more civil campaign.

• With only one election, campaign costs are reduced.

• Saves taxpayers’ dollars by eliminating costs of additional elections.
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Implementing RCV

• Options for RCV-ready or capable voting systems
• Address through RFP
• Compliments vote-by-mail

• RCV yields issue oriented campaigns; voters have more time to 
review

• Proven through use for military and overseas citizens

• Mixed ballot design options
• Proven not just pending
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North Carolina Experience – RCV in 86 Days

• 3 RCV municipal elections: 2007 – Cary and 
Hendersonville; 2009 – Hendersonville

• 2010: 4 judicial vacancies conducted using RCV
• NC Court of Appeals vacancy election – first statewide 

RCV election in United States since 1930s 
• 6+ million registered voters
• 100 counties with voter registrations ranging from 

less than 3,000 to more than 600,000 
• 13 candidates filed
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North Carolina Experience – RCV in 86 Days
• No budgeted funds at state or county level
• Education efforts:

• Election officials 
• Voters

• Combined ballot of traditional and RCV offices
• Followed election procedures already in place
• Added procedures to tabulate RCV totals using existing 

voting equipment
• NC State Board ordered a standalone canvass for 

transparency and observation
• Also ordered a recount of a qualifying candidate
• No election protests; no letters of complaint to the 

State Board
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North Carolina Experience – RCV in 86 Days

Exit polls in 2007 of more than 2,400 voters:

• Very easy to somewhat easy to understand 
• 95% Cary, 86% Hendersonville 

• More than 60% of voters in both municipalities 
ranked additional candidates

• Do you prefer ranking candidates?
• 68% yes in Cary, 67% in Hendersonville
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Contact Us

Website:
www.rankedchoicevoting.org

General email:
info@rankedchoicevoting.org

Project Team:
• Gary Bartlett, Project Leader Former Executive Director. State Board of Elections, NC
• George Gilbert, Deputy Project Leader Former Director, Guilford County, NC
• Karen Brinson Bell Former Director, Transylvania County, NC; Former District Election Technician, State Board of Elections, NC
• Roman Montoya Former Deputy County Clerk, Bernalillo County, NM; Former City Clerk, Rio Rancho, NM
• Connie Schmidt Former Election Commissioner, Johnson County, KS; Former EAC Senior Technical Editor/Writer
• Beverly York Former Deputy Director, Wayne County, NC; Former District Election Technician, State Board of Elections, NC
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